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Christianity
and 

Homosexuality

Loving God
Loving our Neighbors

Does God allow same-sex marriage?

Are Christians bigoted and hateful?

Is homosexuality a sin?
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I.
Attitude & 
Motivation

#lovewins

1. Respectful in Attitude – not shouting but 
listening to other people’s stories and points of 
view.

2. Motivated by Love – we intend the best for 
people, even if we disagree. We are not motivated 
to “prove people wrong” but to show them what we 
believe to be God’s better, intended purpose for all 
of our lives. 

Love includes to desire the good of the other and to 
keep them from harm, even if they may not know it 
at first. It would be unloving to do nothing to stop a 
harm to a person you love. 
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“Let your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 
answer everyone.” Colossians 4:6 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 
But do this with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 
3:15 

“Do everything in love.” A very simple but 
profound verse in 1 Corinthians 16:14

“There is no point giving a man a rose to smell 
after you’ve cut off his nose.”– Indian 
Proverb. 

You can’t win over anyone with hate.

Important Verses and Quote

II.
Two Cultural 
Narratives Christians 
need to demolish in 
their minds

Do not be conformed to this 
world but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds…

“You have heard it said… 
but I say to you…”
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1. “Right and wrong are a matter of my 
preferences. You can’t tell me what is 
right and wrong!”

2. “I can do what I want apart from 
what anyone says. I have right to my 
body, identity, and self-expression!”

These are 21st century, Western 
philosophies (ways of thinking) drilled 
into our minds every day that are foreign 
and opposed to Christian teaching. 

1. “Right and wrong are a matter of my 
preferences. You can’t tell me what is right and 
wrong.”

This may seem basic but in today’s culture, 
many view right or wrong as a matter of 
preference rather than fact. They say, “It’s 
right for you but not for me”. 

But the Christian says that something is right because it 
is consistent with God’s character, as expressed in his 
commands, and something is wrong because it is not.

For example, it is good to love because God is love, etc.

So right and wrong are not based on 
preferences but rather on adherence to God’s 
character and will. 
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2. “I can do what I want apart from what anyone 
says. I have right to my body, identity, and self-
expression!”

We find identity, value and purpose from God 
creating us “in his image” and after believing Jesus 
we “become children of God” and so “are not [our] 
own for [we] have been bought with a price” and 
adopted by God. This is important because no one, not even 
you, can tell yourself that you’re not valuable. 

We probably grew up influenced by this ideology so we need to 
remind ourselves that our identity comes from God, and he 
gives us our value and purposes. God, as your Creator, has the 
right to your body, identity and self-expression.

Why do I bring these two cultural 
assumptions up?

Because these are the two underlying reasons 
why so many people (even Christians) reject 
what God in the Bible says. 

Either they say that truth is something that you 
determine for yourself, or that “my identity, 
action and expression is my own and no one 
(not even God) can tell me how to live my life”. 

Christians need to demolish these two 
assumptions in their mind.
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III. 
Bible on 
Marriage 
and 
Sexuality 4 Facts and Implications

1. God defined marriage in 
Genesis as a union of two 
different but complementary 
people, male and female. 

2. Marriage between Man and 
Woman is a reflection and a 
foreshadowing of Christ and 
the church and the future 
union between God and his 
people. 

3. Sex is a good gift of God 
intended for people in 
marriage, and for the intention 
that humanity may “be fruitful 
and multiply”.

4. Sin resulted in broken 
sexualities for all people.

4 Facts
and
Implications
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1. God defined marriage in 
Genesis as a union of two 
different but complementary 
people, male and female. 

2. Marriage between Man and 
Woman is a reflection and a 
foreshadowing of Christ and 
the church and the future 
union between God and his 
people. 

3. Sex is a good gift of God 
intended for people in 
marriage, and for the intention 
that humanity may “be fruitful 
and multiply”.

4. Sin resulted in broken 
sexualities for all people.

Genesis 1:27-28 – So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea 
and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

Genesis 2:23-24 – The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” That is why a man leaves his 
father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.

Jesus affirms this in Matthew 19:4-6 – “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the 
beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no one separate.”
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This pattern of bringing unity in a complementary diversity is a small 
reflection of God’s own plurality and perfect unity in the Trinity. 

This is further shown in Genesis 1 in the creation of intermingling binaries that God has 
perfectly joined in the beginning: Heaven and Earth; Light and Darkness, Sky and Land, 
that culminates in the creation of the Man and Woman that are able to become one flesh. 
This marriage union is instituted by God as a covenant (Malachi 2:14), and thus not 
subject to redefinition from human institutions. 

This implies: Anything outside of this pattern is a distortion of God’s intention for 
complementarity. 

In the Old Testament in Jeremiah 3:14 God says, “’Return, faithless people,’ 
declares the LORD, "for I am your husband. I will choose you--one from a town and two 
from a clan--and bring you to Zion.” 

In the New Testament, the church is often described as the “Bride of 
Christ” and in final book of the Bible, in Revelation 19, John describes the celebration of 
the reconciliation between God and Humanity with the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb”.

Ephesians 5:22-24,31-32, Paul writes “Wives, submit yourselves to your own 
husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…  ‘For this reason, a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh.’ This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.”
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This implies: 

Marriage between two people of the same gender is unable to be the metaphor and 
reflection of the marriage between God and his people because it is a supposed union of 
two people of the same gender, losing the differences in complementarity and roles. 

This is now different from marriage between a husband and a wife where the husband 
reflects Christ (who loves and gives his life), and the wife reflects the church (who 
submits). 

An obvious reason why sex is a good gift from God is that a whole book 
of the Bible is devoted to this gift in marriage. Joy in marriage reflects the joy 
that the Church would have in being united to God. 

Secondly, God’s creation of man and woman in his image in Genesis 1:27 
came with a command in the next verse to “be fruitful and multiply”. In 
the next chapter, it talks about man and woman becoming “one flesh”.
This results in a family unity where children can have both a father and a mother (implied 
by “leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife”). 

Sexual complementarity is also clearly intended for male and female; the impossibility of 
bearing natural children from two people of the same sex shows that it fails to have the 
same God-intended results as for people of the opposite sex. 
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Both of these facts are then God’s ideal in the beginning: sex within 
marriage, and sex as a means to multiplying. 

This implies: Sexual expression outside God’s definition of marriage is outside this 
ideal. 

Early objection: Does this imply that couples who don’t want to or can’t have children can’t 
get married? No, they can still get married because to have children and raise a family is 
just one of purposes of marriage, not its only purpose. 

Romans 1:21-24 – “For although they [humanity] knew God, they neither glorified him 
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds 
and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires 
of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with 
one another.”
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Because of the greatest sin of exchanging God for something else 
(idolatry), everything else became out of order, including sexuality. 
Romans 1 cannot be used to single out sin in a specific group of people, 
because it is intended to show the sin of all people. 

This means: We shouldn’t unmercifully condemn other people for having different 
temptations or sins than we do, because we are all in the same boat. This doesn’t mean 
we cannot say what is right and wrong, but we should also point others towards the same 
source for our own renewing and forgiveness, namely, Jesus. 

IV. 
Bible on 
Homosexuality

“speaking the truth in love”
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Note:
First, one needs to remember that the modern idea of “sexual 
orientation” is not in the Bible. It would be anachronistic to talk about 
“homosexuality” in this way. 

What the Bible does talk about are marriage and sexual practices, 
whether they conform or go outside of God’s boundaries. 

Sexual practices outside of God’s ideals and boundaries (whether homosexual or 
heterosexual) is, by definition, sin. 

Now I want you all first to clear your minds as if no one has ever told 
you that the Bible thinks homosexuality is wrong. Read for yourself these 
five passages that speak of same-sex behavior. 
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Leviticus 18:22 – “Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; 
that is detestable.” (repeated in Leviticus 20)

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 – “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were 
some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”

1 Timothy 1:8-10 – “We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. We also 
know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the 
ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, 
for murderers, for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for slave 
traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine.”

(To reiterate, *everyone* is under this list)

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people, who suppress the truth by their 
wickedness, since what may be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has made it plain to 
them. For since the creation of the world God’s 
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that people are 
without excuse.

For although they knew God, they neither glorified 
him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they 
became fools and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal 
human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires 
of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading 
of their bodies with one another. They exchanged 
the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and 
served created things rather than the Creator—who 
is forever praised. Amen.

Because of this [idolatry], God gave them 
over to shameful lusts. Even their women 
exchanged natural sexual relations for 
unnatural ones. In the same way the men 
also abandoned natural relations with 
women and were inflamed with lust for 
one another. Men committed shameful 
acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their 
error. (Romans 1:18-27)
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To summarize:

All passages that refer to homosexual actions are negative and are clearly shown to be 
deviations from God’s plan.  Even if these six passages were not in the Bible, homosexual 
actions would still be implicitly prohibited because it is sexual expression outside of 
marriage. 

As Christians, we are bound to be loving towards our friends and 
families. But to be loving also means to tell the truth about what God 
says.

Important Questions: 

Is homosexuality / a homosexual lifestyle a sin?

Yes, because it is outside of God’s plan for marriage and sex, just like lust, adultery, 
fornication, pornography, etc. are sexual sins. 

Is being gay (being attracted to the same sex) a sin?

Being tempted or attracted towards something outside of God’s boundaries, is not 
automatically sinful. You have to do your part and not act on that temptation (2 Tim 2:22). 
Like I can have the temptation to steal or to punch someone but unless I act on it, being 
tempted is not itself a sinful act on my part. 

Everyone has had or will have sexual temptations outside of God’s 
boundaries. These are all results of Sin. This is why Jesus gives us the 
Good News, so that he can and will undo Sin and its effects so that our 
hearts will be fully directed towards him.



8/23/2016

16

V. 
Now What?

“Go and do likewise.”

Three final things:

1. Avoid selective moral outrage: We shouldn’t demonize 
those who have a different sin than we do. We are all sinners 
apart from God’s grace. We all have a spiritual “cancer” that 
expresses itself in different ways. We point to the Doctor. 

2. Bullets before headaches: When relating to non-
Christians, put first things first – Jesus and the Gospel! Rather 
than addressing the smaller “headache” of homosexuality in 
non-Christians, we have to first present them with the cure to 
the “bullet wound” of the root cause of Sin. 

3. The Gospel of Grace changes everything: God has the 
power to change lives and situations; we don’t. 
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YouTube: Tim Keller on 
Homosexuality

Discussion

What is your point of view?

How can we better ourselves, our 
church, and the culture to love 

other people different than we are?
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Here are some of the resources I 
used that may be useful to you:
1. A comprehensives resource:

https://carm.org/homosexuality

2. Tim Keller’ review of books promoting progressive views: 
http://www.redeemer.com/redeemer-
report/article/christianity_and_homosexuality_a_review_of_books

3. Tim Keller’s review of books promoting traditional Views: 
http://www.redeemer.com/redeemer-
report/article/the_bible_and_same_sex_relationships_a_review_article

4. Assemblies of God position paper on Homosexuality: 
http://ag.org/top/beliefs/position_papers/pp_downloads/pp_4181_ho
mosexuality.pdf

https://carm.org/homosexuality
http://www.redeemer.com/redeemer-report/article/christianity_and_homosexuality_a_review_of_books
http://www.redeemer.com/redeemer-report/article/the_bible_and_same_sex_relationships_a_review_article
http://ag.org/top/beliefs/position_papers/pp_downloads/pp_4181_homosexuality.pdf

