
When making decisions, remember:

3 Steps for Wise Decisions
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What does the Bible say?
a) Is there a direct command?

(Ex: “Do not kill”, “Love your neighbor”, “Forgive your enemies”)

b) Is there a directly relevant principle?

(Ex: “Do nothing from selfish ambition”, “Everyone who looks at 

a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery”)
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How will my actions lead other people to Jesus?
a) Will I attract non-Christians to Jesus?

Or will I damage my Christian witness and integrity?

b) Will I encourage fellow believers? 

Or will I cause them to stumble?
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Step 2
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How will this help me grow closer to Jesus?
a) Does it help me run?

Or is it a needless burden in my goal to be more like Jesus?

b) Why am I doing this?

Do I have the right intentions?

Or do I have sinful reasons?

elf
Step 3
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Practical Examples

Example 1: 

Watching an inappropriate 

movie

Example 2: 

Cheating on a test

Example 3: 

Buying the iPhone 8 or 

something expensive

1. Scripture: What does the 

Bible say?

a)Direct command?

b)Directly relevant principles?

a) No direct command

b) “If your eye causes you to 

sin…”, principles against 

lust and other sins

a) “Do not lie”

b) Importance of hard work, 

honesty, integrity

a) No direct command

b) Principles against greed, 

materialism, social 

pressure

2. Others: How will my 

actions lead other people to 

Jesus?

a)Attract non-Christians?

b)Encourage fellow believers 

or cause them to stumble?

a) Definitely not; will likely 

hurt Christian witness and 

integrity

b) Won’t encourage; may 

cause others to stumble

a) Definitely not; will likely 

hurt Christian witness and 

integrity

b) Won’t encourage; may 

cause others to stumble

a) Neutral

b) Neutral, unless there’s a 

possibility you discourage 

poor Christians

3. Self: How will this help me 

grow closer to Jesus?

a)Does it help me run?

b)Why am I doing this?

a) No

b) To be cool? 

a) No

b) Because I am lazy to 

prepare and study

a) May be distracting but 

may also be used for 

good

b) To be cool, or phone 

needs replacing?

Should I do it? No No

Maybe but while guarding 

against the temptations 

and sin
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